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vocational education is nothing new. Since 
the human race began its long struggle to conquer its 
environment, manual skill and job knowledge have, in 
one way or another, been transmitted from man to man 
and from generation to generation. All of the pheno­
mena of vocational training in modern society have 
their roots deeply and firmly grounded into the past. 
Stuart Noble (16) says: 
It is clear that the conception of 
education in eighteenth century America 
was threefold; religious, practical, 
and formal. Practical utility was 
claiming an increasing share of atten­
tion and was to attain the ascendency 
as a motive in education a century 
later. (16:76) 
Greater emphasis has been placed on voca­
tional education since the reorganisation of the se­
condary schools. Vocational education has pointed 
out one of the most vital problems which confront the 
secondary schools of iunerica today; namely discovering 
those talents which are needed in the service of so­
ciety and the training of each individual so that he 
may render the most useful service therein. 
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Occupational life today has become so com­
plex and highly organized that individual initiative 
counts for little. Boys and girls are victims of 
social and economic conditions over which they have 
little individual control. Vocational adjustment has 
become a community concern as well as an individual 
problem. The school is one of the best institutions 
through which an adequately conceived and adminis­
tered program of adjustment can be provided. 
The Advisory Committee on Education (19) said 
that, 
There are few educational problems now 
before the American people to which they 
should give more earnest thought than the 
need for sound and adequate programs of vo­
cational education. In these days of eco­
nomic insecurity there are few phases of 
life more vital to young people than get­
ting and holding jobs. All schools, and 
particularly secondary schools, must seek 
to improve the preparation they give for 
the world that awaits their pupils beyond 
the classroom. The schools for many cen­
turies have furnished the basic training 
for certain occupations. (19:83) 
Historical background 
Polk and Tyler Counties have very similar 
backgrounds. Both were carved from nearby Liberty 
County in 1846. Polk County was named for President 
James K. Polk and Tyler County was named for President 
James Tyler. The counties are rather picturesque with 
shortleaf and longleaf pines, Magnolias, Dogwood, Ash, 
and stately oaks. The counties are jointly called the 
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"Piney Woods" of East Texas. 
The soil of both counties is sandy with sandy 
clay on the uplands and the alluvial terrain in the 
valleys. The land is neither marshy nor swampy, it is 
truly the land of the pines. 
According to the 1940 census (21) the popula­
tion of Polk County was 20,635. Approximately twenty-
nine per cent of the population is Negro, seventy-one 
per cent are white. In addition to the Negro and white 
population what remains of Texas' aborigine Indian popu­
lation resides on the Alabama-Coushatta Reservation in 
the eastern part of the county. These Indians pride 
themselves in the fact that they are the only tribes 
that have continued to exist in the confines of Texas. 
"There are about 320 Alabamas and 80 Coushattas" 
(21:576) 
In 1940 the population of Tyler county was 
11,948. Twenty-five per cent of the population was 
Negro. The population is concentrated in a few farm­
ing sections and around sawmill centers. 
Both counties have a large native and rural 
population. Since the 1940 census both counties have 
had large population increases'due to the expansion of 
the lumbering and oil industries. 
There are three high schools in Polk County 
for Negroes. Two accredited by the State Department of 
Education and one unaccredited. Livingston, the county-
seat, has the largest accredited high school for 
Negroes. The enrollment is 236. Eleven teachers are 
employed in the ALvingston Negro school. Corrigan, a 
small town twenty-five miles north of Livingston, 
Texas, has the other accredited school. It employs 
seven teachers and has an enrollment of 160 pupils. 
Goodrich, a town of 400 people, is located ahout fif­
teen miles Southeast of Livingston, Texas. It has an 
unaccredited high school which has an enrollment of 
13V pupils and employs five teachers. 
Tyler county has three high schools for 
Negroes. Woodvilie, the county seat, has one accredi­
ted high school and Chester the other. The unaccredi­
ted high school is located at Golmesneil, Texas. The 
Woodvilie school has an enrollemnt of 250 pupils and 
employs twelve teachers. The Chester school has an 
enrollment of 2-40 pupils and employs eleven teachers. 
Colmesneil employs six teachers and has an enrollment 
of 160 pupils. 
All of the Negro schools operate nine months 
each year. To some extent vocational education is 
offered in each school. The vocational subjects of­
fered are shown in Table I. 
There are five accredited white schools in 
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TABLE 1.—Vocational Education Subjects Offered by 
Six Negro High Schools in Polk and Tyler Counties. 
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Polk County and five accredited white high schools in 
Tyler County. The white high schools in Polk County 
are located in Livingston, Corrigan, Leggett, Big 
Sandy and Goodrich, Texas. According to county Super­
intendent W. C. Moore the combined enrollment is 701 
and fifty-six teachers are employed. The five white 
accredited high schools in Tyler County are located 
at Woodville, Chester, Spurger, Warren, and Colmes-
neil, Texas. The combined enrollment of these five 
white high schools is 675 and fifty-one teachers are 
employed. 
The industries center around the towns of 
both counties. The eleven cotton mills in Tyler 
County have long played an important role in the de­
velopment of the county. Sawmills are scattered 
over both counties. Polk County produces more than 
79,000,000 board feet of lumber annually from its 
twenty-nine sawmills.  Diversified farming, feedmills,  
sawmills,  the oil industry and the cotton mills fur­
nish employment for the citizenry of both counties. 
Negroes are employed in the sawmills and cotton mills 
in large numbers. In the cotton mills they are em­
ployed only as firemen, janitors, truck drivers, and 
at strenuous manual tasks..  In the sawmills many 
Negroes are skilled and semi-smilled laborers. Others 
are truck drivers, lumber stackers, and the majority 
employed are common laborers. 
One railroad serves the population of Polk 
and one railroad serves the people of Tyler County. 
Buses along with these railroads serve to place the 
counties in direct communication with the larger cen­
ters of Texas. 
.St at erne nt of problem. --Before a satisfactory 
adjustment can be made, however, a number of questions 
must be answered. '  More specifically, tne problems in­
volved may be stated as follows: 
1. What educational adjustments are 
needed in order to meet the vocational in­
terests of high school students on the one 
hand and the demands of the occupational 
world on the other? 
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2„ What are the predominant atti­
tudes of high school students toward the 
work of the world? 
Not enough is known about the plans or de­
sires or Negro youth in secondary schools of lolk 
and Tyler counties. There has been no attempt to 
determine the interest, abilities, and cultural 
pattern wnich encourages or inhibits the Negro youth 
in his choice of a vocation. 
Problem Analysis 
1. To ascertain the vocational choices 
of the Negro high school students in Polk 
and Tyler Counties, Texas. 
2. To determine tne factors affect­
ing the vocational choices of these stu­
dents. 
a. Reasons for the choice. 
b. Agencies influencing the 
choice. 
3. To determine the permanence of the vo­
cational choices of the Negro high school 
students. 
4. j.o discover reasons for changes in 
vocational choices. 
5. To discover the relationship be­
tween the choices of students and the edu-
16 
cation of parents. 
6. To discover the relationship between 
the choices of students and occupation of parents. 
Purpose of this study.—This study had its 
inception in the realization of the serious malad­
justment among Negroes. As the industrial and eco­
nomic systems of America become more complex, tne 
problem of making intelligent adjustment in the 
occupational world becomes more acute. This is es­
pecially true with Negro youth wno must face, not 
only a complex industrial system, but a society which 
exercises racial discrimination in its industrial 
order. The sad picture oA the situation is that many 
Negro students are going doggedly into life blind as 
to what is there. Furthermore, some of them enter 
life without having selected a particular vocation. 
The increasing complexity of the industrial 
activities and of the educational opportunities of 
the country have a tendency to confuse the individual 
in making a choice of his life5s work. one of the 
most difficult problems a child faces is that of c 
choosing a vocation. As Graves (12) says: 
The hardest job for a boy or girl to­
day is to determine his or her life's work 
and the way in which to do it. Helping 
the average individual to live in this 
world and to make the right adjustment in 
it is a real challenge outweighing all the 
rest. (12:244) 
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The facts concerning each pupil's potentiali­
ties, his interests, the things to which he responds 
with emotional satisfaction, his skills, his rate of 
development, and his major points of strength and 
weakness must be accurateljr ascertained and assembled 
as objectively and dispassionately as possible, and 
out of the whole picture he must be led to evolve for 
himself a satisfactory level of living and at the 
same time maintain a balance between his own welfare 




REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Our way of life, rapid changes in our 
economic organization, and a continuous growing of un­
employment for the masses of people are potential 
factors in turning the interest of investigators to­
ward the vocational interests and occupational choices 
of Negroes. There have been few studies conducted in 
the field of vocational choices of wegro high school 
students until recent years. 
Adler (1) points out, as a result of his in­
vestigation, that the child who chooses his own vo­
cation is more successful in life than one who is 
greatly influenced by his parents. 
Securing information by means of question­
naire from 1,505 pupils between the ages of twelve 
and eighteen, Austin (2j discovered that 2b4 pupils 
chose teaching as a vocation. An analysis was made 
to determine the motives for the choices made. He 
rated each as good, satisfactory, fairly satisfactory 
and unsatisfactory. This study revealed that there 
was no outstanding motive according to frequencies 
for the choice of the teaching profession. 
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Often the pupil is presented with a be­
wildering array of subject choices, frequently with 
l i t t le or no information concerning those for which he 
is best fitted. Traxler (12) says that,  
The changing environment has placed 
much greater responsibility upon young 
people for the making of wise choices, 
educational agencies have become aware 
of large differences among individuals 
in their potentialities for success in 
different areas. (21:2) 
Ho individual exists in a static relation­
ship with his environment, but he is constantly in a 
stage of interaction with i t  and the individuals in­
teractions are motivated. Bayton (3) says: 
The most important of these forces 
stem from the individual 's primary rela­
tionships, especially those witi parents. 
However, siblings, older relatives, 
teachers and friends are also important 
sources of these forces. (3:466") 
Lawrence (15) working with tenth grade Negro 
youth in thirteen California High Schools said: 
The source of what vocational in­
formation the pupils had received were 
checked by. means of the questionnaire. 
Approximately one-third had received 
some assistance from sources within 
the schools they were attending. Al­
most as many, 29.1 per cent had receiv­
ed all  of their information from older 
members of their families and an addi­
tional ten per cent had been aided by 
other than their immediate relatives. 
(15:53) 
Belleau (4) made an effort to determine how-
many boys had selected the right type of school in 
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order to prepare them for their life's work. A ques­
tionnaire was used to ascertain the vocational choices 
of two hundred boys. Not only was Belleau interested 
in determining whether the right type of school had 
been selected but to discover the factors that had in­
fluenced them in making their decisions. This study 
revealed that only twenty-one boys were not taking the 
trade specified as their choice. The one single factor 
which influenced the choice of their lifes' work most 
was the father's suggestion, but the majority of the 
boys were not influenced in their choices by members 
of their families. 
In North Carolina, Tennessee, ueorgia, Vir­
ginia, Missouri and the District of Columbia, 1,833 
Negro high school boys showed a definite effort to 
elevate their economic and social status by failing 
intentionally to choose those occupations which do not 
afford a fair standard of living. They revealed that 
they were eager to enter the professions without see­
ing the opportunities in technical, business and com­
mercial fields. 
Over a period of four years Byrns (6) dis­
covered from information collected from 8,000 seniors 
that some occupations attracted a disproportionately 
large number of girls and boys. There appeared to be 
a lack of proportion between the number of pupils 
planning to enter particular fields of employment, 
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and the number that these fields could be expected to 
absorb. mlso, some professions attracted those young­
sters of very high mental ability in sufficient num­
bers to fill the fields. 
iimbrose Caliver (7) has advocated a revised 
educational program for Negro youth. His investigation 
revealed that, "61.3 per cent of Negro high school 
pupils had indicated professions as an occupational 
choice, while only .6 per cent chose agriculture." 
(7:85) 
Crapulio (8) by means of a questionnaire, 
found that the factors which influences the vocational 
choices of high school pupils were in the following 
order: 
.  .  .income, condition of work, in­
terest, ambition, service, steady work, 
influence of parents, influence of 
friends, immediate opportunity, demand 
for workers, dislike for other work, 
fitness, cultural value, and opportun­
ity for study. (8:52) 
The study revealed that the students made 
choices without a full knowledge of the requirements. 
They also made decisions without having studied the 
occupations. These pupils did not rely on their pa­
rents and friends for guidance. 
From a study of vocational choices within a 
single school, Srhardt (11) shows very clearly that 
girls in general prefer clerical, domestic-, profes-
sional and recreational vocations; whereas boys prefer 
agriculture, forestry, fishing, mechanical and manu­
facturing vocations, 
Douglass (9) discovered from information 
collected from 2,844 seniors in the state of Washington, 
that pupils choosing the same vocations gave a variety 
of reasons for choosing the vocation. The factors 
which influenced their choices were quite different. 
Also, the students used various ways to learn about 
their occupational choices. 
Pinney (17) by means of a questionnaire from 
916 high school students in three entirely different 
types of communities, discovered that the environment 
of the home and school were important factors affecting 
the choice of a vocation. 
A survey of students at the junior and senior 
high school level was made by Endicott (10) to deter­
mine the factors, which had the greatest influence on 
the pupil*s choices of vocations. He states that the 
factors having the greatest influence on pupil*s se­
lection of a vocation are: 
Parents, a successful person in 
the vocation, books, or magazines, 
natural ability, school subjects or 
class teachers, students and best 
school marks. (10:100) 
The outstanding implications found in the sur­
vey by Endicott are: 
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.•.that the girls were more greatly 
influenced by parents' suggestions; that 
the boys' vocational choices were in­
fluenced to a large extent by successful 
people in the vocation; that the boys do 
more reading about their vocations; and 
the school plays a minor role in the vo­
cational choice. 110:101) 
In tabulating the results of 1,500 question­
naires given in Indiana high schools and four Kentucky 
schools, Byte (13J notes that the total occupational 
choices made by Negro boys, three-fourths of the selec­
tions were of the professional field. He discovered 
also that the agencies affecting their choices were 
deemed more important than the reasons given for their 
selection, ihe parental influence ranked low as an 
agency influencing the pupil's choices. Of the eleven 
important factors influencing their choices four of 
them stood out, "interest of liking for, aptitude or 
fitness, opportunity to earn money, and the desire to 
enter an uncrowded field." (13:39) 
Pointer 118) working with 680 graduates of 
South Bend, Indiana, found by use of a questionnaire 
that students' choices were influenced by three major 
agencies, the parent, friend, and teacher. 
Kreger's (14) study of the influence of the 
fathers' occupations on the choices of their sons re­
vealed, after tabulating 4,543 questionnaires, that a 
very small per cent of the boys did not care to follow 
24 
the father's occupation; and that they preferred one at 
a higher level. 
Summary 
It appears that secondary school boys and 
girls tend to think of their education as an escape 
mechanism. They are endeavoring to escape the toil 
of manual labor to higher professions. Sixty-one 
and three tenths per cent of Negro high school pupils 
indicated professions as an occupational choice. 
It is significant that girls were not in­
cluded in several studies. Perhaps investigators 
have felt that most girls really look forward to home-
making as their eventual occupation. 
Most of these studies have been concerned 
with interests and vocational choices of students. A 
few were interested in charting factors that determined 
these interests and choices. One cannot ms,ke the assump­
tion that all of the vocational decisions have been made 
wisely, but we can be safe in feeling that the;/ do-aid 
in the justification for emphasizing in secondary 
schools vocational and educational guidance. 
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CHAPTER III 
METHODS AND MATERIALS 
The data presented in this study were ob­
tained through a general questionnaire ̂  on vocational 
choices constructed by the investigator. The writer 
prepared a letter in order to obtain permission 
from the principals to administer the questionnaires 
in the following Negro High Schools: Scott High, 
Woodville, Gilder High, Colmosneil, Chester High, 
Chester, Johnson High, Corrigan, Dunbar High, Living­
ston, and Uoodrieh High, Goodrich. 
A favorable response and authorization was 
obtained from each principal to have the students of 
the respective schools to complete the questionnaires 
prepared by the writer in connection with this study. 
'The questionnaire was carried by the writer 
to the following schools: Scott High, Woodville, 
Gilder High, Colmesneil, Johnson High, Corrigan, Good­
rich High, Goodrich and Dunbar High, Livingston. In­
asmuch as the writer is an employee of Chester High 
School the questionnaires were submitted to her in 
person. 
1/ See Appendix A 
"%] See Appendix B 
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The writer believed that most youngsters 
would feel more at ease in answering questions if the 
questionnaires were administered by one of the regular 
classroom teachers, homeroom teachers or by the prin­
cipal. Hence, the principals of the respective 
schools were asked to designate a person to administer 
the questionnaires. 
In order to acquaint the principals with the 
questionnaire a personal interview was held with each 
principal. This was in advance to the administration 
of the questionnaires. A follow-up letter was sent 
to each principal asking for suggested dates when the 
questionnaires could be administered. According to 
the schedule received from the principals the instru­
ments were carried to each principal five days prior to 
the administration of the same to the pupils In Dunbar, 
Goodrich, Ghester, and Johnson High Schools the ques­
tionnaires were administered by the principals. In the 
Scott and uolmosneil Schools classroom teachers ad­
ministered the questionnaires. 
une hundred three Negro high school girls 
and seventy-three Negro high school boys of Polk and 
Tyler Counties participated in this study. This rep­
resented one hundred per cent of the Negro high 
3/ See Appendix C 
school pupils in Tyler and Polk Counties. 
The questionnaires were returned to the 
writer by mail from Goodrich. The questionnaires 
from vVoodville, Corrigan, Dunbar, Colmosneil and 




ANALYSES Of DATA 
The data pertaining to this problem were 
obtained by the questionnaire method. These question­
naires were administered in the six Negro high schools 
in Polk and Tyler Counties. The investigation was 
limited to the pupils of the high school departments. 
Questionnaires were given to i|03 girls in 
the six Negro High Schools in Polk and Tyler Counties 
and seventy-three boys in the Negro High Schools of 
Polk and Tyler Counties. In all of the cooperating 
schools 100 per cent of the Negro youth participated. 
Vocational information 
and data concerning 
the student 
The first question considered in this study 
was: That occupation do you expect to enter when you 
leave school? Sixty-nine or 94.5 per cent of the boys 
indicated a first choice but only thirty-eight or 52.1 
per cent of them indicated a second vocational choice. 
(Table 2) There were seven or 9.6 per cent of the 
boys choosing high professional and executive occupa­
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the boys chose skilled occupations. In the lower pro­
fessional and large business occupations eighteen or 
24 per cent of the boys selected their first choices 
and seven or 9.6 per cent of them chose a technical, 
clerical or supervisory occupation as their first 
choice. Four or 5.4 per cent selected unskilled occu­
pations. The greatest concentration was in the teach­
ing field which is listed under lower professional and 
large business. There were fifteen or 20.5 per cent 
of the boys who selected teaching as their vocation. 
Only 2 per cent of the boys selected farming as their 
first choice. Four or 5.4 per cent of the boys had 
not made any choice of occupations for their life's 
work. 
All of the girls except one selected first 
choices but seventy-nine of them indicated no second 
choice. (Table 3) In the first division or high 
professional and executive occupations, only one or 
.9 per cent of the girls made a first choice. Fifty-
seven or 55.3 per cent chose lower professional and 
large business occupations as their first choices, 
eighteen or 17.4 per cent of the girls selected their 
first choices in the technical, clerical and super­
visory occupations. Twenty-three or 21 per cent of 
them chose skilled occupations as their first choices. 
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occupations as their first choices. No girl selected 
an unskilled occupation as her first choice. 
The occupation of greatest frequency was teach­
ing with thirty-nine or 38 per cent of the girls select­
ing it as their first choice. Following the teaching 
profession in concentration is nursing with fifteen or 
14.5 per cent and beauty culture with 14.5 per cent, 
uther occupations selected by the girls with comparatively 
high frequencies were music with 9 per cent and steno­
graphy with 4 per cent. 
It has been previously stated that seventy-nine 
or 76.6 per cent of the girls gave no second choice. 
Nursing was selected by 9 per cent of the girls as their 
second choice. Six per cent of the girls selected Li­
brarian as their second choice and 3 per cent chose beauty 
culture as a second choice. une girl chose teaching as 
her second choice, and another selected stenography as her 
second choice. 
The question asked next was: Has your first 
choice always been the same? Only three or 2.9 per cent 
of the girls had changed their vocational choices. Fif­
teen or 20.4 per cent of the boys had changed their vo­
cational choices more than once. (Table 4) 
The next question on the questionnaire in­
quired: How long have you had the present choice? 
Twenty-one per cent of the girls had their choice for 
three years. (Table 5) Fifteen and one half per cent 
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TABLE 4.--Stability in Vocational Choices of Girls and 
Soys in Grades 9-12 Inclusive. 
Girls Boys 
Stability Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Number whose 
choice has not 
changed 100 97 58 78.88 
Number whose 
choice has 




than once 0 0 0 U 
of the girls had their choices for eight years or more 
while only 2.7 per cent of the boys had retained their 
present choices for eight years or more. Vocational 
TABLE 5.—Permanence of Girls and Boys Vocational Choices 
in.grades 9-12 Inclusive. 
Period Girls Boys 
of interest Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Less than 1 yr. 0 0 0 0 
One year 9 8.73 12 16.32 
Two years 23 22.31 15 20.40 
Three years ' 22 21.34 20 27.20 
Four years 13 12.61 11 14.96 
Five years 5 4.85 5 6.80 
six years 9 to • 
CO 4 5.44 
seven years 5 4.85 0 0 
Bight yrs.or more 16 15. 52 2 2.72 
No choice 1 97 4 5.44 
Totals 103 100.00 73 100.00 
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choices for 22 per cent of the girls were maintained for 
a period of two years and for the same period of time 20 
per cent of the "boys had kept their vocational choices. 
The respondents were asked: Why did you change 
your vocational choice? Approximately three per cent of 
the girls listed the following factors as influencing 
the shift of their vocational choices: Finance, Field 
too crowded and takes too long to prepare. (Table 6; 
'I'Mtsi-,n! 6.--Factors influencing the Shift of vocational 
Choices. 
Girls Boys 
Factors Number Fer Cent Number Per Cent 
Finance 1 









TOO long in pre­
paration 1 
1 
.333 1 6. 66 
Not mentally 
equipped 1 6.66 
Aptitude for work 2 13.33 
Parent s 1 6. 66 
Easy money 1 6. 66 
Would have to go 
to North 1 6.66 
No reason given 4 26.66 
Totals 3 100 15 100.00 
The boys or 20 per cent of their group gave various 
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reasons for the shift in vocational preferences. Lack 
of finance led the list with aptitude for work taking 
second place. 
The boys and girls in this study were asked 
to check their reason or reasons for the choice of 
occupation made by them. One hundred and seventy-six 
pupils gave 430 reasons for selecting the occupation 
of their choice. (Table 7) 
TABin 7.—Motives Influencing Occupational Choices of 
Boys and Girls in Grades 9-12 Inclusive. 
Girls Boys 
No. Select- Ber No. Select- Ber 
Motive ing Specific Cent ing Specific Cent 
Motive Motives 
Basy living 39 17.1 32 16.9 
For prestige 11 4.2 5 2.6 
To render service 49 18.8 30 15.8 
Financial reward 33 12.6 18 9.5 
To become famous 9 3.4 7 3.7 
Not many people in 
field 12 4.6 9 4.7 
Barents desire 55 21.1 41 21.6 
Leads to greater 
happiness 17 6.5 15 7.9 
Aptitude 
\ 
17 6.5 12 6.4 
Stepping stone to 
greater work 16 6.1 9 4.7 
Basy to prepare 
for this type 22 8.4 10 5.3 
3 
Parents desire, to render service, easy living and fi­
nancial reward in the order given were reasons for 
choosing occupations. Aptitude (fitness) ranked sixth 
with 12.9 per cent of the pupils listed as the reason 
for choosing occupations. 
The next question considered was: What or 
who influenced you most in making your first vocational 
choice? The social and community factors influencing 
176 Negro high school students in order of frequency 
were: parents, other relatives, reading and friends. 
(Table 8) achooi activities ranked eighth. However, 
if the influence of the principal, classroom and home­
room teachers are combined as school activities then 
57.8 per cent of the pupils would have been influenced. 
"Other relative" influence ranked second with girls 
whereas friends ranked second with the boys. Reading 
ranked third with the girls, and "sister" ranked third 
with the boys. 
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TABLE 8. — social and Community factors Influencing Vo­
c a t i o n a l  C h o i c e s  o f  G i r l s  a n d  B o y s  i n  G r a d e s  9 - 1 2  
Inclusive 
Girls Boys 
Factors hum- her Num- Per 
ber Cent ber Cent 
Parents 83 24.63 44 27.32 
Brothers 1 .29 8 4.96 
Sister 1 .29 20 12.4 
Other relative 41 11.89 7 4.34 
School principal 33 9.57 5 3.10 
Homeroom teacher 26 7.54 4 2.48 
Classroom teacher 24 6.96 7 4.34 
Sunday school teacher 13 3.67 6 3.72 
School activities 14 3.96 11 6.82 
Friends 29 8.41 24 14.88 
Reading 38 11.02 12 7.44 
Vocational ezp)erience 20 5.80 7 4.34 
A worker in the occupa­
tion in which you are 
interested 14 3.96 6 3.72 
None 0 0. 0 0. 
Plans for ad­
vanced Education 
The boys and girls in this study were asked: 
Do you expect to attend an institution of higher learn­
ing after you graduate from high school? Ninety-nine 
girls or 97 per cent of them suated that they were plan-
39 
ning to attend an institution of higher learning, (fable 
9) One girl made no choice and three girls do not plan 
to attend college. Sixt3r-five boys or 89 per cent plan 
to attend college. Four boys had not made a choice and 
four boys do not plan to attend college. 
TABLE 9.--Future College Training of Boys and Girls in 
Grades 9 - 12. 
Future Training 
Girls Boys 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Going to college 99 97.00 65 89.00 
Ed Choice 1 .09 4 5.44 
Others 3 2.91 4 5.44 
Total 103 100.00 73 100.00 
Age Grade Lata 
The vocational choices obtained in this study 
came from youngsters whose ages were largeljr concentrated. 
(Table 10) Of the total group of students studied} eighty-
nine of them were from fourteen to eighteen years of age. 
The most unequal age groups were thirteen} nineteen, 
twenty-two and twenty-five. Twelve per cent of the boys 
were over eighteen years of age while approximately 1 
per cent of the girls were over eighteen years old. 
m 
TABLE 10.--Age Distribution for Girls and Boys in the 
9-12 grades inclusive. 
Age of Students 
Girls 
Number Per Cent 
Boys 
Number Per Cent 
13 8 7.76 1 1.36 
14 13 12.61 12 16.32 
15 30 29.10 15 20.4 
16 20 19.40 7 9.52 
17 22 21.34 21 28.56 
18 9 8.75 8 10.88 
19 0 4 5.44 
20 0 1 1.36 
21 1 .97 1 1.36 
22 2 2.72 
23 0 
24 0 
25 1 1.36 
Totals 103 100.00 73 100.00 
Each student was ashed to give his or her grade 
level. Thirty-eight or 37 per cent of the girls and 
twenty-seven or 37 per cent of the boys were first year 
high school students. (Table 11) Twenty-four or 23 per 
cent of the girls ana 17 or 23 per cent of the boys were 
in the second year in high school. There were 17 or 16 per 
cent of the girls and 14 or 19 per cent of the hoys in 
the third year of high school. The twelfth grade con­
stituted 25 or 23 per cent girls and 15 or 20 per cent 
boys. 
TABLE 11.--Grade Distribution for Girls and Boys of the 
9-12 u-rade Inclusive. 
Girls Boys 
Year in high school Number Per Oent Number Per Gent 
1 38 38.86 27 36. 72 
2 24 23.28 17 23.12 
3 17 16.47 14 19.04 
4 24 23.28 15 20.4 
Totals 103 100.00 73 ' 100.00 
Parents occupation 
In order to know the occupational status of the 
parents each student was asked to state the parents occu­
pation. About 48 per cent of the boys' fathers were en­
gaged in skilled occupations. (Table 12) Fanning was 
the vocation of 12 per cent of the boys' fathers. Car­
pentry ranked second in the skilled occupations with 
approximately 7 per cent. Twenty-five or 34 per cent of 
the fathers were unskilled workers. Five per cent of the 
boys chose unskilled occupations. Three per cent of the 
boys selected farming as an occupation as compared with 
42 
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TAB IE 13.--Employment status of Parents of 9 - 12 
Grade Girls and Boys Inclusive. 
Status of Employment 
Girls Boys 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Number of homes in 
which both parents 
are employed 17 
Number of homes in 
which both parents 
are unemployed 
Number of fathers 
employed 
Number of mothers 
employed 
* Number of fathers 
unemployed 




















^Deceased (Fathers deceased and unemployed) 
*Deceased (Mothers deceased and unemployed) 
Table 14) Of all the fathers 34 per cent were engaged 
in common tasks; whereas only 5 per cent of the sons 
chose common tasks. In comparing the seven occupations 
held most frequently by the boys, 16 per cent of the 
fathers were engaged in skilled occupations and approxi­
mately 30 per cent of the sons chose skilled occupations. 
45 
12 per cent of the fathers who were farmers. Seven 
per cent of the fathers were engaged in carpentry and 
only 4 per cent of the fathers were teachers. 
Eighteen or 24 per cent of the boys' mothers 
were employed. Of this number 5 per cent of the mothers 
were engaged in skilled occupations, twelve per cent of 
them were employed in semi-skilled occupations and 7 
per cent were unskilled workers. 
ihe majority of the girls' fathers are en­
gaged in common labor. Fifty-eight per cent of the girls' 
fathers are engaged at common tasks. Twenty-two per cent 
were farmers and five per cent of them were teachers. 
Of .the total number only 14 per cent of the fathers were 
engaged in skilled and semi-skilled occupations. 
Eighty or 77.6 per cent of the mothers' of 
the girls were listed as having no occupation. Nine or 
8.7 per cent of the mothers were maids, approximately 
4 per cent were cooks and 2.9 per cent were teachers. 
In thirty-one homes it was found that both 
parents were employed. In no homes were both parents un­
employed. (Table 13) There were 164 fathers and 37 
mothers who were employed. There were two fathers un­
employed and there were ten fathers dead. The number 
of mothers unemployed were 137 and two mothers who were 
deceased. Many occupations in which fathers were most 
frecuentljr employed were not preferred by the sons. 
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TABUS 14.—The Frequency and Difference of vocational 
Choices of 9 - 12 grade "boys as compared to their 
Father's Occupation. 
occupations 
Chosen Most Boys Fathers' 
Frequently Voc. Choices Vocations 
by boys Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Teacher 15 20.4 3 4. 08 
Carpenter 7 9.52 5 5.80 
Barber 6 8.1 3 4.08 
Mechanic 6 8.1 4. 5.44 
Medicine 4 5.44 0 0 
Common Labor 4 5.44 25 34.00 
Clerical 3 4.08 0 0 
In comparing the six occupations held by the 
mothers with those of the daughters choices only two 
of the mothers' occupations, seamstress and teacher, 
were chosen. (Table 15) Three per cent of the 
mothers were seamstresses and a like percentage were 
teachers. There were 39 or 38 per cent of the 
daughters who chose teaching as a profession, as com­
pared with 3 per cent of the mothers. Approximately 
5 per cent of the mothers were engaged in the occupa­
tions chosen most frequently by their daughters. 
4:7 
TABLE 15.— The Frequency and Differences of Vocational 








Number Per Cent 
Mothers 
Vocations 
Number Per Cent 
Teachers 39 37.86 3 2.91 
Beautician 15 14.55 
Nurse 15 14.55 
Musician 9 8.73 
Stenographer 4 3.88 
Seamstress 3 2.91 2 1.94 
Artist 3 2.91 
Business 0 1 .97 
uthers 15 14.55 97 94.17 
Indicate the amount 
of Schooling your 
family has had 
Eight per cent of the boys' fathers com­
pleted the third, fourth and fifth grades. (Table 16) 
Sixty-one per cent of the fathers completed the sixth, 
seventh and eighth grades with 40 per cent of them 
having completed eighth grade. Sixteen per cent of 
the fathers completed high school, 11 per cent of 
them completed the first, second and third year of high 
school work as contrasted to 4 per cent of the fathers 
who attended college. Only 1 per cent of them com-
m 
pleted college. 
TABLE 16.—Educational Level of Barents of High. 
School Boys in Grades 9 - IB Inclusive. 
Level of Father Mother 
Education Number Per Gent Number Per Cent 




3 2 2.72 
4 2 2. 72 1 1.36 
5 1 2.72 3 4.08 
6 3 4.08 2 2.72 
7 12 16.32 9 12.24 
8 30 40.8 28 38.08 
High School 
1 1 1.36 2 2.72 
2 5 6.80 2 2.72 
3 1 1.36 5 6.80 
4 12 16.32 17 23.12 
College 
1 1 1.36 
2 1 1.36 3 4.08 
3 1 1.36 
4 1 1.36 
49 
Five per cent of the boys' mothers completed 
the fourth and fifth grades. Fifty-two per cent of 
the mothers finished sixth, seventh and eighth grades. 
Thirty-five per cent of the mothers were high school 
students with 23 per cent having completed high school. 
Five per cent of the boys' mothers attended college, 
hone of the boys' mothers completed their college 
worm. 
Table 17 indicates that 19 per cent of the 
girls fathers completed fourth and fifth grades. Fifty-
eight per cent completed sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades. Only 16 per cent were high school students 
with 2 per cent of these having completed high school. 
Two per cent of the fathers were first and second year 
college students and 5 per cent of them completed their 
college work. 
Less than 1 per cent of the girls' mothers 
completed the second grade, whereas 13 per cent com­
pleted the fourth and fifth grades. The eighth grade 
was the highest level attained by 29 per cent of the 
girls' mothers. Five per cent of the mothers gradu­
ated from high school. None of the girls' mothers 
completed college; however, four per cent had some 
college training. 
TABLE 17.--'Educational Level of Parents of High 
School Girls in Grades 9-12 Inclusive. 
Level of Lather Mother 
Education Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Cannot read 0 0 
Elementary 
1 0 0 
2 0 1 .97 
3 4 3.88 0 
4 6 5.82 3 2.91 
5 10 9.70 10 9.7 
6 6 5.82 4 3.88 
7 28 2.7; 16 26 25.22 
8 26 25.22 30 29.10 
High School 
1 3 2.97 4 3.88 
2 8 7.76 11 10.67 
3 3 2.97 5 4.85 
4 2 1.94 5 4.85 
College 
1 1 .97 1 .97 
2 1 .97 1 .97 
3 0 0 
4 5 4.85 2 1.94 
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Summary of findings 
A. Vocational choices of the Negro high School 
students in Polk""and Tyler Counties, 
1. The boys in this study have given some 
consideration to the occupations they wish to enter 
for their life's work. The girls are more definitely 
settled as to their vocational choices. 
2. Teaching ranked first with the boys and 
girls in 'Tyler and Polk Counties as their vocational 
choices. 
3. Skilled occupations were equally as 
popular with the girls as with the boys. These occu­
pations held second place with the students studied. 
Farming, which is classified as one of the skilled 
occupations, was not popular with neither boys nor 
girls. 
4. The high school girls from both counties 
do not plan to enter any unskilled occupations. 
5. Five per cent of the boys of this study 
have not made their vocational choices, whereas only 
one girl had not made her vocational choice. 
6. Five per cent of the boys did not have 
vocational choices above the unskilled level. 
B. Factors affecting the vocational choices of 
students studied. 
1. Of all the social and community agencies, 
the one social factor which contributed most to the 
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vocational choices was the parent., 
2. The combination of school activities, 
such as, home room teacher, principal and class room 
teacher, if considered as a unit, ranked second as 
to influencing vocational choices of the students. 
3. The single factor, "to render service" 
placed second to parents as a motive for influencing 
the vocational choices of the boys and girls of Polk 
and Tyler Counties. 
4. Aptitude ranked sixth as an influencing 
factor of vocational choices. 
C. Permanency of "vocational choices. 
1. .better than 78 per cent of the boys 
have maintained their vocational choices two years or 
more. Ninety-one per cent of the girls have had their 
vocational choices two years or more. 
2. Approximately 3 per cent of the girls 
have changed their vocational choices, whereas 20 
per cent of the boys have changed their vocational 
choices. Neither the boys nor the girls have changed 
their vocational choices more than once from the ori­
ginal vocational choice. 
D. Reasons for changes in vocational choices. 
1. Finance, the field too crowded, time 
needed for preparation were the major reasons causing 
shifts or instability of vocational choices. 
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E. Relationship between the choices of stu­
dents and the education of parents. 
1. Approximately 95 per cent of the Negro 
high school boys and girls of Polk and Tyler Counties 
plan to attend an institution of higher learning. 
2. The majority of the parents of the 
students studied did not attend high school. More 
mothers completed high school than fathers, but of 
those fathers who completed high school more of them 
completed college than mothers. 
3. Ten per cent of the parents of the 
students studied attended an institution of higher 
learning. 
4. Approximately 38 per cent of the girls 
chose teaching as a profession, whereas only approxi­
mately 3 per cent of their parents were teachers. 
5. Fifteen per cent of the girls chose 
cosmetology and a like percentage chose nursing as 
their primary vocational choices. None of the parents 
were employed in these areas. 
6. Twenty per cent of the boys chose the 
teaching profession as their life's work as compared 
to 4 per cent of their fathers who were gainfully em­
ployed in this field. 
7. Carpentry, barbering, and the mechani­
cal areas each had approximately the same percentage 
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of students who considered the skill trades as their 
vocational choices. This combination constituted 
approximately 26 per cent of the sons as compared to 
approximately 16 per cent of the fathers in the same 
trades. 
F. Helationship between the choices of students 
and occupations of parents. 
1. rhe majority of the fathers of the group 
studied are engaged in common tasks. Most of the 
mothers of the boys and girls do not have an occupa­
tion outside the home, 
2. Approximately 18 per cent of the fathers 
of both boys and girls are engaged in farming. 
3. Sons do not prefer occupations at which 
their fathers are engaged in a large measure. Like­
wise, the daughters failed to select those occupa­




The data relating to the problem of this 
study "The Yocational Choices of Negro High School 
Boys and Girls in Polk and Tyler Counties, Texas" will 
be discussed under the headings: Yocational Choices, 
Factors Affecting Choices, Permanency of Choices, 
Reasons for changes, Relationship Between the Choices 
of Students Education of Parents, and the Relation­
ship Between the Choices of students and the Occupa­
tions of Parents. 
Yocational choices 
Some of the problems connected with choos­
ing an occupation and securing a job for the Negro 
youth stem from the color of his skin. 
The majority of Negro youth in the high 
schools of Polk and Tyler Counties were not aspiring 
to occupations which required preparation beyond the 
standard three or four year high school. 
Forty-one per cent of the boys chose skilled 
occupations with 9.5 per cent selecting the high pro­
fessional and executive occupations and an equal 
number selecting the technical, clerical and super­
visory occupations. This study indicates that the 
Negro boys studied are not necessarily endeavoring 
no escape from the toil of manual labor to the high 
professional and executive occupations. Twenty-four 
per cent of the boys chose occupations in the lower 
professional and supervisory field with the greatest 
concentration in the teaching field. 
There were almost twice as many girls who 
chose beaching as an occupation as boys. This may 
indicate that fewer occupations are opened to Negro 
girls than boys or that the girls are more reluctant 
upon entering other fields than boys. Apparently in­
formation given students on the teaching profession 
is inadequate for the students failed to see the 
overcrowded conditions as they exist and the failure 
to reaxize the amount of unemployment there is to be 
found in the teaching profession. Information ob­
tained reveals that the youngsters studied are in 
need of information concerning the teaching pro­
fession. 
Following the teaching profession in con­
centration is nursing and cosmetology. Other occupa­
tions with comparatively high frequencies were the 
musician and artist. 
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factors affecting choices 
It is interesting to note that parental de­
sires are still great motives for vocational choices. 
Among many groups of parents the tendency is to 
pusn their cnildren beyond tneir capacities. This 
seems to be quite true in Polk, and Tyler Counties. 
Boys were as equally influenced by parents 
as girls in the students studied. The immediate re­
latives of these boys and girls are playing a large 
part in shaping "cheir future lives. 
school with its combined influences of the 
principal, homeroom teacher, classroom teacher and 
school activities were major influences in formula­
ting vocational choices of the students studied, 
this is to be desired, as the school covers a wide 
range of contacts. The youngsters in this study 
have to some extent been influenced by the face to 
face contacts with their teachers and principals. 
It was discouraging to see that aptitude 
ranked sixth as a factor in the vocational choices 
made by the boys and girls in this study. Hence, 
very little attention is given concerning the re­
quirements for a particular vocation and the abili­
ties of the student selecting the given occupation. 
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Permanence of choice 
In evaluating the vocational choices of 
high school students, permanence of these choices 
is very important and must be given consideration. 
If the plans of students are shifted or changed fre­
quently, it is difficult to make a program of 
training for the selected vocation. The fact that 
such a large number of the Negro high school stu­
dents retained their choices over a long period of 
time is significant. There is some assurance that 
the vocational training given to these pupils will be 
used. Most of the students studied have given long 
and serious thought to this matter. This seems to 
be brought out by the fact that no student had 
changed his or her vocational choice more than once. 
Twenty per cent of the boys had changed however and 
this certainly reveals that more consideration on 
the part of the boys should be given to the choice 
of vocations. 
Since, 23 per cent of boys and girls have 
changed their original choice of occupation, it was 
thought that the relation between the change of 
choices might be significant, mack of finance is 
the most important reason for the change or shift 
of vocational choices according to the questionnaire 
analysis. Other reasons were: field too crowded, 
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takes too long to prepare for vocation, aptitude for 
work, parents and easy money. Girls seem to feel 
more financially secure than the boys in this study. 
Perhaps this can be attributed to the fact that 
most girls have a greater dependence upon their 
parents. The parents were a contributing factor in 
the changing of the choices of vocations. Parents 
are naturally very interested in their children, 
but they are in need of impartial evidence concern­
ing ability, achievement and special aptitudes of 
their children. 
•Relationship between the 
choices of students and 
the occupations of parents 
The occupational activities of the parents 
of these students were divided into six groups, 
namely, high professional and executive occupations, 
lower professional and large business occupations, 
technical clerical and supervisory occupations, 
skilled occupations, semi-skilled occupations and 
unskilled occupations. As previously stated the 
above classification was taken from stockke who used 
Brussel's revision of the Barr Taussig Scale. 
In comparing the occupations most frequently 
held by the fathers with the six occupations chosen 
most frequently by the sons, it is noted that 4 per 
cent of the fathers are teachers whereas 20 per cent 
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of the sons chose teaching* Thirty four per cent 
of the fathers are engaged in common labor and 5 per 
cent of the boys chose common labor, more than twice 
as many sons chose skilled occupations as there were 
fathers engaged in the skilled occupations. 
Of the mothers included in this study 
approximately 3 per cent were teachers whereas 37 
per cent of the daughters chose teaching as their 
vocational choices. The daughters chose only two 
other occupations in which their mothers were en­
gaged, namely, dressmaking and business. The 
daughters were certainly not impressed with the occu­
pations in which their mothers were engaged. Three 
per cent of the mothers were engaged in the lower 
professional occupations and the same percentage in 
the skilled occupations. Not one mother was en­
gaged in the high professional or technical, super­
visory and clerical occupations. Better than 15 
per cent of the daughters plan to enter the technical, 
clerical and supervisory field, approximately 1 per 
cent will enter the higher professional occupations 
and 32 per cent of the daughters were interested in 
skilled occupations. 
Relationship between the 
education of parents and 
the choices of students 
The parents of the majority of students had 
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less than a high school education. Seventy-eight 
per cent of both parents of the boys completed eighth 
grade. More mothers attended or completed high school 
than fathers, but more fathers completed college than 
mothers. The parents in Polls: and Tyler Counties 
are striving to see that their children attain a 
higher level of education than they. Ninety-five 
per cent of the students studied plan to attend an 
institution of higher learning. 
Summary 
1. In choosing an occupation the follow­
ing occupations were ranked in the order listed by 
the boys on the basis of frequency of choice: teach­
ing, carpentry, barber, mechanic, medicine and common 
labor. 
2. The most frequently chosen occupations 
of the girls were: teaching, nursing, cosmetology, 
musician, stenography, artist and seamstress. 
3. The reasons most frequently given for 
choice of occupation in order of frequency were: 
parents, to render service and financial reward. 
4. The most determining social and com­
munity factors influencing these Negro students in 
the order of frequency were: parents, school activ­
ities including principal, classroom teacher, home-
62 
room teacher and reading. 
5. beventy-eight per cent of the boys 
and 91 per cent of the girls had maintained their 
choices for two years or more. 
6. The most common reason for the change 
of vocational choices were: lack of finance in 
preparation for the vocation, takes too long to 
prepare for vocation and the field is too crowded. 
7. The majority of the fathers were en­
gaged in common tasks, while the majority of 
daughters and sons chose teaching and skilled occu­
pations. most of the mothers have no occupations 
outside the home, 
8. The majority of parents completed 
eighth grade. More mothers completed high school 
than fathers; however, more fathers completed 
college than mothers. 
He c omme ndations 
1. That more consideration on the part of 
Negro students in Tyler and Polk Counties be given to 
the choice of vocation. 
2. That more exploratory and try out 
courses be provided on the high school level in order 
to increase the students' knowledge of the world of 
work and the opportunities available in it. 
3. That school authorities make adequate 
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provisions for the staff advisors to make careful 
studies and recommendations for the students guid­
ance program. 
4. Vocational counseling should he pro­
vided involving a testing service, which should 
provide information in the areas of intelligence, 
interests and aptitude. Thus, providing a more 
scientific basis for the student in selecting his 
life's work. 
5. That a closer relationship should 
exist between the home and the school in order 
that the parents will fit more intelligently into 




In order to secure data for the problem 
of this study, it was necessary to secure permission 
from the principals of the Negro high schools in 
Polk and Tyler Counties, Texas. A questionnaire was 
constructed and was sent or carried to the follow­
ing Negro high schools: Scott, Woodville, Gilder, 
Colmosneil, Chester, Johnson, Corrigan, Dunbar, 
Livingston, and Goodrich, Texas. 
The information obtained from the ques­
tionnaires gave answers to.the sub-problems of the 
problem analysis of this study, namely: What are 
the vocational choices of the Negro high school 
students of Polk and Tyler Counties? "What are the 
factors affecting these choices? How permanent 
are these choices and what factors if any caused 
their instability? What is the relationship be­
tween the education of parents and the choices of 
students?, and What is the relationship between the 
occupation of parents and the choices of students? 
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Summary of findings 
In general, the Negro bojrs and girls in 
this study are not necessarily endeavoring to es­
cape the toil of manual labor in favor of the higher 
professions. However, there is sufficient data to 
conclude that they are striving to escape common 
tasks. 
Parents plan an important role in influenc­
ing their children's decisions in making vocational 
choices. The school's influence takes second place 
as a community or social factor in influencing the 
choices of the students studied. Aptitude plays a 
minor role in the pupils selecting their vocational 
choices. 
The girls have maintained their choices 
over a longer period of time than the boys. Lack of 
finance, time required for preparation, takes too 
long, and the field is too crowded caused shifts in 
vocational choices. 
very few parents in this study have com­
pleted high school and are anxious to have their 
children reach a higher educational level than they. 
The majority of students did not choose 




In view of the evidence reported in this study 
and in the interest of establishing practices which 
will assist youngsters in the Negro high schools of 
Polk and Tyler Counties to achieve any vocational 
aspirations which are in harmony with democratic 
philosophy, the following recommendations are present­
ed: 
1. That the schools involved use well 
planned research techniques to familiarize themselves 
with pupil aspirations and occupational trends to 
facilitate planning the most effective educational 
program for every student* 
2. That school principals exert every 
effort to provide those courses in the curriculums 
which will serve as "fields of exploration" in aiding 
the students to gain a greater knowledge of the world 
of work in which he may qualify. 
3. That the principals devise plans for in-
service training for teachers in the use of counseling 
aids, such as occupational information, tests and 
predictive devices. Special emphasis should be placed 
upon the interpretation of data pertaining to voca­
tional occupations. 
4. That the school authorities seek to es-
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tablish a program of closer coordination between the 
home and the school through home visitation the P. 1. 
A's, Home room mothers, films and lectures that will 
enable the parent to have a clearer vision of his 
child's possibilities. 
5. That pupils and parents .realize that the 
school should be included with the family in assisting 
the student in selecting his life's work. 
6. That the schools study long range trends 
as well as current practices in occupations to de­
termine what these mean to individuals and the com­
munities which the schools serve. That the organiza­
tion of the curricula would serve the best interests 
of all students within the framework of what these 
trends indicate for the future. 
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TO THii PUPIL 
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To be of most assistance to you in planning 
your way through school as well as assisting you in 
planning your life's work, we are asking you to 
answer these questions. Please answer every ques­
tion as accurately and completely as possible. You may 
rest assured that any information given in answering 
these questions will be treated in a strictly confiden­
tial manner. 
Name 
Age Grade Boy Girl 
I. Parents Occupation 
1. Father's Occupation Is he working 
now? Yes No 
2. Mother's Occupation before marriage 
Now 
II. Vocational Information and Data Concerning the 
Student. 
1. What occupation do you expect to enter when 
you leave school? (Check one) 
a. First choice 
"Very sure of the choice_ 
Merely considering it 
b. Second choice 
TO THE PUPIL.— cont. 
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c. No choice 
Has your first choice always been the same? 
If not, how many times have you changed your 
first choice? 
How long have you had the present choice? 
a. what was it before you changed? 
b. why did you change? (State briefly in two 
sentences) 
My reason for selecting my first choice (check 
those applicable) 
a. Easy living 
b. For prestige (high standing) 
c. To render service 
d. Financial reward 
e» To become famous 
f. Not many people in the field 
g. Parent's desire 
h. Leads to greater happiness 
i. Aptitude (fitness) 
j. Stepping-stone to greater work 
k. Easy to prepare for this greater work 
1. List other reasons 
What or who influenced you most in making your 





d. Other relative 
e. School principal 
f. Homeroom teacher 
g. Classroom teacher 
h. Sunday school teacher 
i. School activities 
Friends 
k. Heading 
1. Vocational experience 
m. A worker in the occupation in which you are 
interested 
n. None 
o. List others 
6. Would you welcome any advice concerning your 
vocational choice? Yes No 
III. Bxtra-curricuiaractivities 






e. Yolley bail 
f. Baseball 
g. Tennis 















hobbies and Interests 












3. Approximately how long have you had each 










4. Please list the methods showing how you spend 
your spare time? 
a. b. 
c. d. 
V. Special aptitudes and abilities 
1. Do you play a musical instrument? Yes No 
Name of instrument 
a. 
b . _ _ ' 
c . 
2. Do you draw? Yes No Paint? les No 
VI. Future College Training 
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1. Do you expect to attend an institution of 
higher learning after you graduate from high 
school? Yes No Name and type of 
school 
Name Type 
2. Whom have you consulted regarding your prepara' 
tion for this school? 1. 2. 
3. 4. 
VX1. Individual Resources and Responsibilities 
1. Self-employment 
a. How do you support yourself? (Please 
check one) Completely or in 
part 
b. Have you a job outside your home? 
c. What kind of work is it? 
2. Home responsibilities 
a. List what work you perform daily in your 
home 




1. What is the condition of your general health? 
(Check one) 










IX. Indicate the amount of schooling your family has 
had by filling in the following: 
GrI high Yes Coll- Yes Of Coll-
Sch. Sch. No ege No ege 
Father(Guard) 
Mother i Guard) 
Brother 
Sister 
APPENDIX B.--A COPY OF LITTER 
WRITTEN" TO PRINCIPALS OF 
NEGRO HIGH .SCHOOLS IN POLK 
AND TYLER COUNTIES. 
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Chester High School 
Chester, Texas,Box 27 
March 4, 1950 
Mr. ,Principal 
Dear Principal: 
1 know how anxious you are to give your pupils 
the best in training, counsel and timely suggestions 
in order that they can fill their places in our so­
ciety. 
We are aware of the scholastic standings and 
accomplishments of these pupils but very little is 
known about their interests, plans for the future and 
why such plans have been made. It seems to me that 
these questions are rather significant if the school 
is to achieve success. 
Would you allow me to have administered in your 
school a questionnaire designed for members of the 
high school department? I feel that this question­
naire will aid us as principals in meeting the needs 
of our youth more adequately and give us an intelli­
gent understanding as to their future plans. 
I shall be happy to give you the findings of the 
study. 
Yours very truly, 
Berniece porter Mark, 
Principal 
APPENDIX C.—A COPY OF LETTER 
WRITTEN TO PRINCIPALS OF THE 
NEGRO HIGH SCHOOLS IN POLK AND 
TYLER COUNTIES REQUESTING THE 
NAMES OF PERSONNEL WHO WOULD 
ADMINISTER THE QUESTIONNAIRES. 
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Chester High School 
Box 27j Chesterj Texas 
April 5s 1950 
Mr. j Principal 
Be r i r. Principal: 
I should like for you to have the question­
naires at least five days prior to the date you plan 
to administer then. 
Please advise me as to possible dates that 
will be convenient for you and your school program. 
Will you furnish me with the name of the person or 
persons who will administer the questionnaires? 
Yours very truly, 
Berniece Porter Mark, 
Principal 
APPENDIX D. —MASTER SHEET 
(ANALYTICAL DATA OP NEGRO 
GIRLS IN 9 - 12 GRADES IN 
POLK AND TYLER COUNTIES). 
If* 
APPENDIX E.— MASTER SHEET (ANALYTICAL 
DATA OF NEGRO BOYS IN 9-12 GRADES 
IN POIK AND TYLER COUNTIES. 
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